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SUBJECT: ARGENTINE CONCERN OVER US HUNAN RIGHTS REPORT 


REF: RUSE R/VH) THAN TELCON 1/15/81 
\.m- ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH AMBASSADOR AND EMBASSY OFFICERS 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS HAVE REGISTERED SENSITIVITY ANO CONCERN 
OVER FORTHCOMING US HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT. THEY ARGUE THAT A REPORT 
SIMILAR IN TONE AND STRUCTURE TO LAST YEAR'S WOULD NOT BE FAIR, 

IN VIEW OF A SUBSTANTIAI^IMPAOVEflENT IN ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION OVER THE PAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS, AND HAVE STATED THAT 
SUCH A REPORT WOULD NOT BE -SATISFACTORY* TO THE GOA. AS LAST 
YEAR, EMBASSY REQUESTS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE CONTENTS OF THE RE- 
PORT WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY IN ADVANCE OF ITS PUBLICATION BY THE 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE. END SUMMARY. 
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3. OH JANUARY 6, WHat DISCUSSING FORTNCOmNG IABLOCKI NISH, 
COMODORE BLOOMER REEVE, FOREIGN MINISTER'S CHIEF OF CABINET, 

RAISED ISSUE WITH DCM. BLOOMER REEVE SAID CONTENT OF THIS YEAR'S 
REPORT WAS OF CONCERN. THE GOA HAD NOT BEEN ENTHUSIASTIC OVER 
LAST YEAR'S REPORT BUT AGREED THE REPORT HAD BEEN OBJECTIVE UNDER 
THEN PREVAILING CIRCUMSTANCES. A REPORT THIS YEAR SIMILAR IN TONE 
AND STRUCTURE WOULD NOT BE FAIR AND WOULD NOT BE SATISFACTORY 

TO THE GOA, 

4. BLOOMER REEVE SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN A SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVE- 
MENT IN ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OVER 7HE PAST YEAR, FOR 
WHICH THE GOA HAO BEEN GIVEN LITTLE CREDIT. HUMAH RIGHTS CONDI- 
TIONS IN ARGENTINA TODAY WERE FAR BETTER THAN IN MANY OTHER COUN- 
TRIES. FEW INDIVIDUALS WERE BEING DETAINED THESE OAYS. THE 
GOVERNMENT WAS DETERMINED TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION FURTHER AL- 
THOUGH, HE ADDED, IT REMAINED CONCERNED OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF 
NEW ATTEMPTS 0Y TERRORISTS ORGANIZING ABROAD TO INFILTRATE THE 
COUNTRY. 


5. THE PROOF OF WHAT HE SAID, BLOOMER REEVE COflT/NOEO, WAS EASY 
TO SEE. NEWSPAPERS AND POLITICIANS WERE FREELY EXPRESSING 
THEIR VIEWS. POLITICAL ACTIVITY REMAINED FORMALLY IN SUSPENSE, 

HE CONCEDED, BUT A GREAT MANY MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES WHICH WERE 
Of A POLITICAL CHARACTER WERE TAKING PLACE WITHOUT INTERFERENCE 
FROM THE AUTHORITIES. THIS PUBLIC DIALOGUE WOULD BE DEEPENED UNDER 
THE VIOLA ADMINISTRATION AS THE AUTHORITIES CAME TO GRIPS WITH 
THE QUESTION OF THE NEW PARTY LAW LATER THIS YEAR. 

6. DCM SAID HE WOULD PASS BLOOMER REEVE’S OBSERVATIONS ALONG. 

THE HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS WERE «« HONEST EFFORT BY THE DEPARTMENT, 
MANDATED BY THE CONGRESS EACH YEAR, TO MAKE AN OBJECTIVE ASSESS- 
MENT OF THE SITUATION. THE REPORTS WERE INTENDED >0 BE SELF-CON- 
TAINED; THUS, IN AUDIT I OH TO REVIEWING LAST YEAR'S DEVELOPMENTS, 
THE REPORT WOULD ALSO COVER RECENT ARGENTINE HISTORY. 

7. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THIS YEAR'S REPORT HAS BEEN SUBMIT- 
TED TO THE CONGRESS CN JH EMBARGOED BASIS. AS LAST YEAR, WE 
REQUEST THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE EMBASSY TO PRESENT 
A COPY TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IN ADVANCE OF ITS PUBLICATION BY 
THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE, IAS WE UNDERSTAND IS THE DEPARTMENT'S 
INTENTION!. DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO WISH TO FURNISH A COPY TO AMBAS- 
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